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in stiffening, as are also mineral wax such as paraffin,
ceresin, etc. Paraffin has come to be a very important
ingredient of candles, and has somewhat lessened the
importance of vegetable and animal stearine for this
purpose.
Fatty Acids
Stearine is the name applied to the mixture of solid
fatty acids, obtained as in candle making. It is a mix-
ture of stearic and palmitic acids. Besides its use in
candles, it is used in polishes, waterproofing prepara-
tions, phonograph records, etc. Low grades may be
used in soap.
The name stearine is also applied to solid fats separat-
ing out naturally from liquid oils. This " stearine " is
a solid fat instead of a solid fatty acid, that is, it is a com-
bination of a solid fatty acid (e.g., stearic acid) and
glycerin.
Oleic acid, oleine, eleine, or red oil, is the name applied
to the liquid fatty acids, separated in candle making.
Saponification oleine is obtained by refrigeration and
pressing; distilled oleine by the distillation process.
It is used in soap making and for wool oils.
Soap Stock Fatty Acids
These are prepared from fats by saponification in
establishments whose chief aim is the recovery of
glycerin. The fatty acids resultant are used by soap
makers. This gives the small soap maker the material
which he needs for soap, and does not compel him to
recover the glycerin, thereby removing a handicap
which he would have in competing with large soap